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Building 1, Suite 140, Community Conference Center 
Alameda Point 

Alameda, California 
 

December 3, 2009 
 

The following participants attended the meeting: 

Co-Chairs: 

Derek Robinson Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Program Management 
Office (PMO) West, BRAC Environmental Coordinator (BEC), 
Navy Co-chair 

Dale Smith Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Community Co-chair 

Attendees: 

Richard Bangert Community member 

Anna-Marie Cook U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

Irene Dieter Community member 

Stuart Freeman Community member 

Melinda Garvey EPA 

Catherine Haran Navy Remedial Project Manager (RPM) 

Fred Hoffman RAB 

George Humphreys RAB 

Carolyn Hunter ChaduxTt 

Joan Konrad RAB 

James Leach RAB 

Gretchen Lipow Community member 

Dot Lofstrom California Environmental Protection Agency Department of 
Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) 
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Frank Matarrese Alameda City Council 

Bill McGinnis Navy Lead RPM 

John McMillan Shaw Environmental, Inc. (Shaw) 

Curtis Moss Navy Project Manager (PM) 

Marsha Pendergrass RAB Facilitator 

Peter Russell Alameda Reuse and Redevelopment Authority (ARRA) 

Bill Smith Community member 

Radhika Sreenivasan ChaduxTt 

Jean Sweeney RAB 

Jim Sweeney  RAB 

Michael John Torrey RAB 

John West San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(Water Board) 

The meeting agenda is provided as Attachment A. 

MEETING SUMMARY 

Derek Robinson (Navy co-chair) called the December 2009 Former Naval Air Station Alameda 
(Alameda Point) RAB meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.   

Mr. Robinson introduced Bill McGinnis as the new Navy Lead Remedial Project Manager 
(RPM) for Alameda Point.  He added that Mr. McGinnis is an engineer and will be an asset to 
the team.  

I. Approval of November 2009 RAB Meeting Minutes 

Marsha Pendergrass (RAB facilitator) asked for comments on the November 2009 RAB meeting 
minutes.  RAB members provided comments, which will be incorporated into the final set of 
minutes for November 2009.   

The following comments were provided by George Humphreys (RAB): 

• Page 1 of 13, list of attendees, the name “Susan Gallegan” will be corrected to, “Susan 
Galleymore.”  A global change will be made in the minutes to correct Ms. Galleymore’s 
name.  

• Page 2 of 13, meeting summary, second paragraph, “…and is looking forward to working 
the RAB” will be revised to, “…and is looking forward to working with the RAB.” 
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• Page 7 of 13, section III, second paragraph, first sentence, “Mr. Humphreys said that he is 
concerned about the large storm waves that carry the lead shot to the offshore side of 
Area 5” will be corrected to, “Mr. Humphreys said that he is concerned that the large 
storm waves might carry the lead shot to the offshore side of Area 5.” 

• Page 7 of 13, section III, third paragraph, fifth sentence, “…and bringing it up to 8 feet 
above seal level” will be corrected to “and bringing it up to 8 feet above sea level.” 

• Page 8 of 13, section III, first paragraph, sixth sentence, “He said any degradation 
products produced during situ chemical oxidation (ISCO)…” will be revised to, “He said 
any degradation products produced during in situ chemical oxidation (ISCO)….” 

• Page 9 of 13, section IV, third paragraph, second sentence, “….the influent and effluent 
valves after…” will be corrected to, “…the influent and effluent values after….” 

• Page 11 of 13, section VI, third paragraph, third sentence, “…the waste must contain 
radioactive material” will be revised to, “…the waste might contain radioactive material.” 

The following comments were provided by Fred Hoffman (RAB): 

• Page 8 of 13, section III, second paragraph, twelfth sentence, “…and Navy procedures 
and policy before for monitoring…,” will be revised to “…and Navy procedures and 
policy before monitoring….”   

After discussion on the sentence, Mr. Hoffman reminded the Navy that time sensitive 
data that are not taken will be lost forever.  Mr. Robinson responded that the Navy did 
not feel that the data were necessary and that, according to Mr. Murray Einarson (AMEC 
Earth & Environmental); elevated concentrations of the plume contaminates were not 
reaching San Francisco Bay.  Mr. Hoffman requested Mr. Robinson to provide him with 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
(CERCLA) guidelines and Navy policy, which states that the groundwater plume cannot 
be monitored before a sampling and analysis plan (SAP) for the work is finalized.  Mr. 
Robinson agreed to provide the CERCLA guidelines and Navy policies and procedures 
that require an approved sampling plan and laboratory for any sampling, except for an 
emergency response.   

The following comments were provided by Dale Smith (RAB Community co-chair): 

• Pages 5 of 13, section II, third paragraph, first sentence, “Mr. Robinson said that the 
television show Trauma was filmed on the runway…” will be corrected to, “Mr. 
Robinson said that the television show Trauma wanted to film on the runway….” 
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• Pages 5 of 13, section II, fourth paragraph, fourth sentence, “He said that the work was 
complete in a day…” will be revised to, “He said that the work was completed in a 
day….” 

The following comments were provided by Peter Russell (Alameda Reuse and Redevelopment 
Authority [ARRA]): 

• Page 6 of 13, section III, second paragraph, seventh sentence from the bottom, the 
numbered bullets will be revised to, “(1) to evaluate but not to rule out the presence of 
drums that might fail in the future, which would cause groundwater contamination not 
observable at present, and (2) to evaluate the volume of the waste.” 

• Page 7 of 13, section III, third paragraph, last line, “Dr. Russell confirmed tests for 
dioxins and furans are included in the ROD” will be corrected to, “Dr. Russell confirmed 
tests for dioxins and furans are included in the work plan for pre-design sampling and 
investigation.”  

The November 2009 RAB meeting minutes were approved with the above modifications. 

II. Co-Chair Announcements 

Ms. Smith said that San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC) is 
holding a review board meeting concerning sea level rise at 6.30 p.m. on December 7, 2009, at 
the BCDC conference room in San Francisco (Attachment B-1).  Ms. Smith suggested that 
interested RAB members should attend the meeting.   

Mr. Robinson reviewed the action items.  (See action item list at the end of these minutes.) 

Action Items 1 through 5 – Pending. 

Action Item 6 – The status of the action item was changed from completed to pending.  The 
RAB will set up a technical meeting and the Navy and contractor will be invited. 

Action Item 9 – Complete.  The RAB comment letter on the Site 2 Proposed Plan (PP) is 
included as an attachment in the final October meeting minutes.  Mr. Robinson added that the 
RAB comment letter on Site 1 will be included in the December meeting minutes (Attachment 
B-2).  

Action Items 10 through 12 – Pending. 

Regarding Action Item 12, Mr. Robinson said that the City of Alameda would typically 
have cleaned the storm drains already.  He added that Doug Delong (Navy Caretaker Site 
Office) has contacted the city to find out when the last cleaning occurred.  Mr. Robinson 
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said that the Navy may clean the drains if the city has not already done so.  Mr. 
Humphreys requested a report or update after the storm drain cleanup work.   

Action Item 13 – Completed.  Original plume map of Site 27 is provided as a handout 
(Attachment B-3).    

Ms. Smith said that the RAB received a document titled “Fact Sheet for Sites 6, 7, 8 and 16.”  
The fact sheet states that the Navy will provide a presentation before the comments due date, 
which is December 18, 2009.  During the agenda setting for the December meeting, Ms. Smith 
asked if Mr. Robinson could give an update on the document.  At the December meeting, Mr. 
Robinson apologized and said that he is not able to make a presentation at this meeting.   

III. Community Co-Chair Elections 

Marsha Pendergrass (RAB Facilitator) noted that Ms. Smith was nominated for the RAB 
community co-chair and Mr. Humphreys was nominated for the vice RAB community co-chair.  
Ms. Pendergrass called for a vote on the nominations.  The RAB voted Ms. Smith as the 
community co-chair and Mr. Humphreys as the vice community co-chair.   

IV.  BRAC Cleanup Team Update 

Anna-Marie Cook (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency [EPA]) introduced Malinda Garvi as 
a new employee at EPA and added that Ms. Garvi would be working on the Alameda project.   

Ms. Cook distributed her end–of-year progress update handout (Attachment B-4).  She said that 
the first pie chart shows the status of CERCLA projects (Status of Alameda Point Investigation 
and Cleanup – December 2009), while the other pie-chart shows the designated reuse of sites 
from the record of decision (ROD) (Alameda Point Designated Reuse – December 2009).  Ms. 
Cook noted that the table (Alameda Point Investigation, Cleanup and Transfer – December 
2009) is a summary of both pie charts.   

In the CERCLA projects pie chart, Ms. Cook indicated that the 510 acres undergoing site 
investigation (SI) had not changed from last year.  She added that the majority of this area is the 
federal to federal transfer parcel, which has not been a priority.  The revised SI work plan is 
currently being reviewed by the agencies, and progress on these parcels should be made in the 
next year.  Ms. Cook added that approximately 400 acres of the federal to federal transfer parcel 
will be taken out of the CERCLA process after the SI and will be ready for transfer with no 
further work.  The rest will enter the remedial investigation (RI) phase.  Ms. Smith asked if Site 
2 is included in these 510 acres.  Ms. Cook said Site 2 is in ROD stage and is not included in the 
SI acreage.  Mr. Humphreys said that Mr. deHaan (Alameda City Council) mentioned during a 
conversation several years ago that the Navy allowed engine oils to drain on the runway.  He 
asked if the runways will be a part of the SI.  Ms. Cook agreed and added that areas that show 
dark staining or that have any history of a release will be investigated and sampled.  Based on the 
results of the sampling, the area will move to cleanup.   
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Ms. Cook said that compared with 2008, a large area from the ROD table has been moved to 
remedial design (RD) and remedial action (RA).  She added that CERCLA action is complete for 
approximately 360 acres and sites are ready for transfer and redevelopment.  She said that in 
2010 a number of other sites will finish the CERCLA cleanup or will enter into the active 
cleanup phase.   

Referring to the reuse pie chart, Ms. Cook indicated that most of the sites at Alameda are being 
cleaned up to residential or unrestricted use.  Mrs. Sweeney asked about the location of the 
sediment areas.  Ms. Cook said that the sediment areas consist of Seaplane Lagoon, Site 24 (pier 
area), Site 29 (Oakland Inner Harbor), and the western bayside and breakwater beach.  Ms. 
Smith commented that Site 16 groundwater is not being cleaned up to residential levels.  Ms. 
Cook said that the Site 16 groundwater is being cleaned up to the maximum contaminant level 
(MCL) and is therefore being cleaned up for residential reuse.  Ms. Smith said that the RD does 
not state that cleanup is to MCLs.  Ms. Cook said that she will review the RD document to 
confirm cleanup to MCLs but was certain that the groundwater at Site 16 is being cleaned up to 
MCL, as stated in the ROD.    

Mr. Leach noted that the total acreage in both charts is not the same.  Ms. Cook said that the 
reuse chart includes sites that have gone beyond the ROD; the sites that are either at the SI or 
feasibility study (FS) stage are not included.  Mr. Humphreys asked why there was a difference 
in acreage for the federal to federal transfer parcel in the two pie charts (510 acres versus 490 
acres).  After discussion, Ms. Cook said that she will provide a response to Mr. Humphreys 
based on her spread sheet.   

Dot Lofstrom (California Environmental Protection Agency Department of Toxic Substances 
Control [DTSC]) said that she has accepted a new position within DTSC as a supervisor of the 
geological service unit.  She said that a new staff member from the Berkeley DTSC office will 
assume her current position at Alameda.  The new staff member will attend the February RAB 
meeting.  Ms. Lofstrom said that Mr. Henry Wong (DTSC) will take over the FISCA site.   

V. Plume 4-1 

Mr. Robinson requested Curtis Moss (Navy) to begin the presentation on Plume 4-1.  Mr. Moss 
distributed the presentation handout (Attachment B-5).   

During the review of slide 3, Mrs. Sweeney asked if dense nonaqueous phase liquid (DNAPL) is 
measured.  Mr. Robinsons said that the DNAPL is measured from the source zone, which is 
contributing to the groundwater contamination in terms of flux change.  He added that the mass 
from the DNAPL zone as well as the response (from the loss or destruction of the mass in the 
dissolved phase) downgradient is estimated.  Mr. Humphreys asked if a cross-section will show a 
vertical or horizontal plane.  Mr. Moss said that a well transect will be shown in vertical plane.   

Ms. Lofstrom said that Michelle Dalrymple (geologist at DTSC) initially identified Plume 4-1 as 
a study area for the Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program (SERDP) 



Final NAS Alameda  7 of 9 CHAD-3213-0048-0042 
Restoration Advisory Board Meeting Summary 12/03/09 
www.bracpmo.navy.mil  

research project.  She added that the data from this SERDP research project are not essential to 
the cleanup but would help in understanding the rationale for DNAPL cleanup in general.  She 
said that it is a collaborative effort and the results can be used to facilitate cleanup.  

During review of slide 4, Mrs. Sweeney said that utility lines are close to Atlantic Avenue.  Mrs. 
Sweeney asked if it was safe to complete a well transect there.  Mr. Moss said that the Navy will 
take proper precautions and will work with the city to assure safety.   

Mr. Hoffman asked if the source area was the oil/water separator.  Mr. Moss said it was not and 
added the source is a former rail spur 200 feet north of Building 360.  Mr. Hoffman asked about 
the source.  Mr. Moss replied that the source is not documented but is assumed to be a solvent 
release such as trichloroethylene potentially from a railroad car.  Mr. Hoffman asked if the Navy 
is planning in situ chemical oxidation (ISCO) on the DNAPL plume.  Mr. Moss said that more 
data will be collected to update the conceptual site model and the RD will detail the cleanup.  
Ms. Lofstrom noted that the SERDP research project has nothing to do with the remedy for the 
plume.  Mr. Humphrey asked if treatment will occur simultaneously with the SERDP research 
project.  Mr. Moss said it will not.  Mr. Robinson said that the Navy will not be slowing the 
CERCLA process to await the results from the research project.  He added that the result will 
help evaluate various remedies for the plume for the Record of Decision.   

Ms. Smith noted that this investigation will extend 70 feet below ground surface (bgs) to the 
regional aquitard and that many multiple screen monitoring wells will be installed.  She said that 
it is unclear why the downgradient plume is called a “plume” when it does not show DNAPL.  
Ms. Cook said the contaminants are in the dissolved phase in the downgradient plume.   

VI.  Community and RAB Comment Period 

Mrs. Sweeney said that the drain pipes are being re-routed at historic Building 400A (IR Site 10) 
and one pipe that transects the middle of the building north to south will be capped.  She added 
that, according to the Navy contractor, the pipe cannot be removed as it would compromise the 
integrity of the building.  Mrs. Sweeney asked Mr. Robinson why the pipe will be capped rather 
than removed.  Mr. Robinson said that the Navy structural engineer indicated that removing the 
pipe will damage the building.  Mr. Leach asked Mr. Robinson to provide the name and license 
number of Navy’s structural engineer.  Mr. Leach said that, as a structural engineer, he could 
look at the structure drawings and determine within 5 minutes if the floor slab could be cut 
without damaging the structure. 

Mr. Hoffman asked if the Site 1 plume monitoring well locations have been reviewed and 
approved by the regulatory agencies.  Mr. Robinson said that the SAP was viewed and approved 
by the agencies.  Ms. Lofstrom that that the plan is re-visited every year and well locations are 
re-evaluated.  She added that the regulators will be reviewing the SAP in a month.   



Final NAS Alameda  8 of 9 CHAD-3213-0048-0042 
Restoration Advisory Board Meeting Summary 12/03/09 
www.bracpmo.navy.mil  
 

VII. Meeting Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. for the annual potluck party.  

Action Items 

Action Items: 

Previous Item #/  
Action Item Status/ 
Action Item Due 
Date: 

Initiated By:  Responsible 
Person: 

 
1. Request for Presentations: 

a. Bayport sewer 
systems and change in 
the plumes over time. 

 
1./ Pending/ January 7, 
2010. 

 
RAB 

 
Mr. Robinson 

2. Provide information on the 
large, submerged, 
unidentified object and 
radium-226.  

2./ Pending/ January 7, 
2010 

RAB Mr. Robinson 

3. Provide update on basewide 
radiological investigation by 
Radiological Affairs Support 
Office (RASO) and provide 
information on the bore, 
citing activity at the base.  
Also provide 
recommendations from the 
Radiological Assessment 
Report. 

3./ Pending/ January 7, 
2010. 

RAB Mr. Robinson 

4. Informal discussion on 
“Methods of RAB 
communication of remedial 
work at Alameda to the 
community.” 

4./ Pending/ January 7, 
2010 

Ms. Konrad Ms. Lofstrom 

5. Provide the RAB with the 
latest map on the extent of 
Marsh Crust. 

5./ Pending/ January 7, 
2010 

Ms. Smith Ms. Lofstrom 

6. Schedule technical meeting 
on Site 27 remedial action 
and invite the Navy 

6./ Pending/ January 7, 
2010 

Mr. Hoffman Ms. Smith 

7. Include the RAB comment 
letter on the Site 2 Proposed 
Plan in the October meeting 
minutes and provide it as a 

9./ Completed/ NA Ms. Smith Mr. Robinson 
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Action Items: 

Previous Item #/  
Action Item Status/ 
Action Item Due 
Date: 

Initiated By:  Responsible 
Person: 

handout during the next RAB 
meeting. 

8. Provide information and map 
on the Navy ships that were 
buried at the base. 

10./ Pending/ January 
7, 2010 

Mrs. Sweeney Mr. Robinson 

9. Provide information on any 
investigations of the firing 
range near the officer’s club. 

11./ Pending/ January 
7, 2010 

Mrs. Sweeney Mr. Robinson 

10. BCT will discuss the 
possibility of an emergency 
removal for the lead 
contamination in the storm 
drain at the BCT meeting and 
update the RAB on the 
discussion. 

12./ Pending/ January 
7, 2010 

Mr. Humphreys Mr. Robinson 
and Ms. Cook 

11. Provide a map of original 
plume at Site 27. 

13./ Completed/ NA Mr. Hoffman Ms. Hurst 

12. Discuss placement of the 
extraction and injection wells 
within the Site 27 treatment 
modules with a remedial 
design engineer. 

14./ Pending/ January 
7, 2010 

Mr. Leach RAB 

13. Provide an update on the 
Navy’s use of concrete in the 
tern nesting area.  

15./ Pending/ January 
7, 2010 

Ms. Smith  Mr. Robinson 

14. Provide a copy of CERCLA 
guidelines and Navy policy 
and procedure.  

0./ New/ January 7, 
2010 

Mr. Hoffman Mr. Robinson 

 



 

  

ATTACHMENT A 

NAVAL AIR STATION ALAMEDA 
RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING AGENDA 

 
December 3, 2009 

 
(1 page) 



RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD 
NAVAL AIR STATION, ALAMEDA 

AGENDA 
DECEMBER 3, 2009, 6:30 PM 

 
ALAMEDA POINT – BUILDING 1 – SUITE 140 

COMMUNITY CONFERENCE ROOM 
(FROM PARKING LOT ON W MIDWAY AVE, ENTER THROUGH MIDDLE WING) 

 
 
 
 

TIME    SUBJECT     PRESENTER 

 
6:30 – 6:45  Approval of Minutes    Ms. Dale Smith 
 
 
6:45 – 7:00  Co-Chair Announcements   Co-Chairs 
 
 
7:00 – 7:05  Community Co-Chair Election   RAB 
 
 
7:05 – 7:15  BCT Update      Anna-Marie Cook  
 
 
7:15 – 7:45  Plume 4-1      Curtis Moss 
 
 
7:45   RAB Meeting Adjournment and    

Holiday Party       
 
 
 
  



 

  

ATTACHMENT B 
 

NAVAL AIR STATION ALAMEDA 
RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING HANDOUT MATERIALS 

B-1 San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission meeting 
announcement.  Distributed by Dale Smith, RAB Co-Chair (1 page) 

B-2 RAB comment letter on Site 1.  Distributed by Derek Robinson, Navy Co-Chair 
(3 pages)  

B-3 Original plume map of Site 27.  Distributed by Derek Robinson, Navy Co-Chair 
(2 pages) 

B-4 End of the year progress charts.  Distributed by Anna Marie Cook, EPA (3 pages) 

B-5 Plume 4-1 presentation handouts.  Distributed by Curtis Moss, Navy RPM (3 
pages) 

 



 

  

ATTACHMENT B-1 
 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
(2 pages)







 

  

ATTACHMENT B-2 
 

RAB COMMENT LETTER ON SITE 1 
 

(3 pages) 
 









 

  

ATTACHMENT B-3 
 

ORIGINAL PLUME MAP OF SITE 27 

(2 pages) 







 

  

ATTACHMENT B-4 
 

END OF THE YEAR PROGRESS CHARTS 

(3 pages) 









 

  

ATTACHMENT B-5 
 

PLUME 4-1 PRESENTATION HANDOUT 
 

(3 pages) 



1

RAB MeetingRAB Meeting

Plume 4Plume 4--11 Research ProjectResearch Project
Operable Unit 2B, Installation Restoration Site 4Operable Unit 2B, Installation Restoration Site 4

Alameda PointAlameda Point
Alameda, CaliforniaAlameda, California

Curtis Moss, P.G.
Project Manager

U.S. Department of the Navy
BRAC Program Management Office

December 3, 2009

Plume 4-1

PLUME 4-1 SITE LOCATION

Installation 
Restoration 

Site 4

1
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SERDP/NAVY COLLABORATION

Plume 4-1 study participants: 

• Strategic Environmental Research & Development 
Program

• U. of Florida & Purdue Dept. Environmental Engineering
• U.S. EPA National Risk Management Research Laboratory
• BCT
• Navy

More information can be found at:
http://www.serdp.org
http://www.serdp.org/Research/upload/ER-1613.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/ada/about.html

SERDP chose DNAPL sites across U.S. based on three main requirements:

STUDY OVERVIEW

1) Historical data for initial estimate of flux (previous pilot studies)

2) Heterogeneous geology/soils (i.e. silt, clay)

3) Source zone treatment scheduled within two years to measure plume 
response

SERDP Objective:

Develop mass flux model to more accurately predict the effects of using 
aggressive source zone treatment technologies

Potential Navy Benefits...
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COMMUNITY IMPACTSCOMMUNITY IMPACTS

Fieldwork anticipated to begin April 2010:

• Drilling/monitoring well installation

• Groundwater recovery system

• Minimal traffic impacts
– Atlantic Avenue eastbound may be briefly redirected 

4

THANK YOUTHANK YOU

COMMENTS?

QUESTIONS?

5
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