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O
ff-Station

 D
isp

osal
The N

avy fi rst conducted pre-excavation activities to 
better defi ne the extent of the areas requiring excava-
tion at Site 8 and Site 12. Contam

inants in the soil 
w

ere also characterized during this effort to optim
ize 

the future disposal of soil at regulated off-station 
facilities. 

The cleanup w
ill be accom

plished by excavating and 
properly disposing of shallow

 contam
inated soil that 

exceeds cleanup goals.

Site 8 (U
nits 1 and 4) addresses Radium

-226 
• (Ra-226), w

hich w
as com

m
only used in lum

inescent 
paint on dials, gauges, and other equipm

ent in 
aircraft serviced at form

er M
CA

S E
l Toro from

 the 
1940s through the 1960s.
Site 8 (U

nit 3) addresses a polychlorinated biphenyl 
• (PCB), w

hich is a com
m

on m
aterial used in 

electrical transform
ers.

Regulatory Agencies Concur on 
Cleanup Plan

The U.S. Environm
ental Protection Agency 

(U.S. EPA) and the California Environm
ental 

Protection Agency (Cal/EPA), Departm
ent of 

Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) concurred 
that the selected rem

edy presented in the 
Final RO

D, which included excavation and 
off-station disposal of contam

inated soil, is 
the m

ost appropriate and effective alterna-
tive for areas at Sites 8 and 12 that require 
rem

edial action. Concurrence was based in 
part on a feasibility study that was conduct-
ed to develop and evaluate alternatives for 
site cleanup, and on com

m
untiy input on the 

Proposed Plan received during the public 
com

m
ent period. The regulatory agencies 

recently reviewed and approved the Final 
Rem

edial Design/Rem
edial Action W

ork 
Plan for cleanup of Sites 8 and 12.

Site 12 (U
nit 3) addresses PCBs, polycyclic 

• arom
atic hydrocarbons (PA

H
s) w

hich are 
constituents of fuels, and chlorinated pesticides 
and herbicides.

Field work w
ill be initiated in m

id-January 2009 in 
accordance w

ith the Final Rem
edial D

esign/Rem
edial 

A
ction W

ork Plan. This cleanup w
ill allow

 for unre-
stricted use of the sites.

For the fi nal rem
edial action at Site 8 (U

nits 1 and 4), 
shallow

 soil that exceeds the site-specifi c action level 
for Ra-226 w

ill be excavated from
 an approxim

ate 
230- by 265-foot area. The excavation w

ill proceed in 
phases, by rem

oving the upper 3 to 6 inches of soil 
during each phase. Radiological support surveys w

ill 
be conducted as the fi eld work progresses to assure 
that the cleanup goals are m

et. A
pproxim

ately 500 
bank cubic yards of soil (the am

ount of in-place, un-
disturbed soil) w

ill be rem
oved and properly disposed 

at an off-station facility.

F
orm

er M
C

A
S E

l T
oro R

estoration
 A

d
visory 

B
oard

 (R
A

B
):

The RA
B is com

posed of com
m

unity m
em

bers 
and representatives from

 the N
avy and the regu-

latory agencies. RA
B m

eetings provide regularly 
scheduled opportunities for the public to partici-
pate in cleanup and decision m

aking. The RA
B 

helps identify environm
ental issues and provides 

a forum
 to com

m
unicate directly w

ith the N
avy 

and others w
ho are involved in the environm

ental 
cleanup and restoration at form

er M
CA

S E
l Toro. 

R
A

B
 M

eetin
g In

form
ation

:

RA
B m

eetings occur four tim
es a year on a quar-

terly basis in January, A
pril, A

ugust, and N
ovem

ber 
or D

ecem
ber.  

T
h

e n
ext R

A
B

 m
eetin

g is sch
ed

u
led

 for 
W

ed
n

esd
ay, Janu

ary 28, 2009 at 6:30 p.m
. at 

Irvin
e C

ity H
all in

 th
e C

on
feren

ce an
d

 T
rain

-
in

g C
en

ter.

R
A

B
 P

oin
ts of C

on
tact:

M
r. Tony M

egliola
• Base Closure M

anager
Form

er M
CA

S E
l Toro

(949) 726-5398 or (619) 532-0765
E

m
ail - anthony.m

egliola@
navy.m

il
M

r. Bob W
oodings

• RA
B Com

m
unity Co-Chair

(949) 461-3481
E

m
ail - bw

oodings@
ci.lake-forest.ca.us

3
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For the fi nal rem
edial action at Site 8 (U

nit 3), 
about 5 bank cubic yards of PCB-im

pacted soil 
w

ill be excavated to a depth of about 5 feet below
 

the ground surface in a 5- by 5-foot area. A
t Site 

12 (U
nit 3), PCB- and PA

H
-im

pacted soil that also 
contains pesticides and herbicides w

ill be excavated 
along the length of the drainage ditch at an average 
depth of about 1.5 feet. A

t Site 8 (U
nit 3) and Site 

12 (U
nit 3), approxim

ately 2,400 bank cubic yards 
of soil w

ill be excavated.  

O
nce the areas have been excavated, soil sam

pling 
w

ill be conducted to confi rm
 that the contam

inated 
soil has been rem

oved and cleanup goals have 
been achieved. A

fter all confi rm
ation sam

pling and 
surveying has been com

pleted at Sites 8 and 12, the 
excavated areas w

ill be backfi lled w
ith clean soil. 

The clean soil w
ill be com

pacted and contoured to 
prevent rainfall from

 accum
ulating at the site.  

E
xcavated soil w

ill be loaded into trucks and 
covered for transportation. It is estim

ated that 
approxim

ately 250 truck loads of excavated soil w
ill 

be hauled aw
ay from

 Sites 8 and 12 and be properly 
disposed of at appropriate off-site facilities.

Prior to the pre-excavation sampling at Site 12, a fi eld technician is 
preparing to mark areas to guide the sampling effort.
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